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evanescent conscious states proceed and in which the definite order- 
liness of their connected appearances latently consists. This, we see, is 
Locke's contrast of the conscious qualities and the extra -mental substratum 
all over again. 

Mr. Montgomery spends much time in repetitiously demolishing Idealism, 
which he thoroughly misunderstands, and in warning the reader against 
Materialism, to which, nevertheless, his own argument pretty definitely 
leads. Were he able to follow the suggestions thrown out by his own 
analysis, in which he here and there naively admits that the conscious 
medium contains all values, he would have saved himself the trouble of 
knocking down men of straw. He would also have had an opportunity 
to understand Objective Idealism and to avoid the leap in the dark which 
he finally makes. For, having convinced himself that nothing is revealed 
except in consciousness, and that consciousness is utterly phenomenal and 
evanescent, he advances the profound argument that, unless we are willing 
to admit that we are fools, both as common-sense individuals and as 
scientists, we must admit that there is an extra-conscious world of real 
substantial being. Here again we have Locke. It would have been open 
to Mr. Montgomery either to adopt the position of Hume, or to work 
over to an Objective Idealistic basis, or to endeavor to operate the impos- 
sible conception of a something or another, one knows not what, which 
subtends evanescent conscious states. But to posit an extra-conscious 
reality, and then to interpret it in conscious terms as he must and does 
to make science 'objective,' is to play too fast and loose altogether. 

Nevertheless, despite the impossibility of uniting an extra-conscious 
realism with an all-revealing ephemeral consciousness, Mr. Montgomery 
has propounded a very suggestive view-point in his contention that vital 
function presents analogies which are of fundamental value in the treat- 
ment of the old paradoxes of the Many and the One, etc. This he limits 
too narrowly, indeed, to the ordinary biological or sub-human organiza- 
tion. Withal, however, it is suggestive, as Royce, James, and Taylor 
among others have recently shown. Such a position, however, will never 
receive due recognition until it has freed itself from the limits of Realism, 
whether Transfigured or Ideal-Real, and until it has wrought itself upon a 
basis which is objectively Idealistic, into a theory which is essentially 
Humanistic, and by means of a methodology which is concretely and 
individually teleological, 2'. e., Pragmatic. 

S. F. MacLennan. 
Oberlin College. 
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